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Christ's coming in terms as strong as any used by St. Paul, and 
of our " patient waiting for him ; but beloved," he adds, " be not 
ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day." And, in discussions upon 
this subject, this is a principle which should never be overlooked. 

But whoever expressly acknowledges that he knows neither the 
day nor the hour, of course can hardly be supposed to undertake 
to tell us what that day or hour is ; nor can he be supposed to have 
any definite, positive, or sure conviction upon the subject himself. 
If then he indulges, as he may, in any surmise or expectation 
relating to it, that, we assuredly may say, must be merely a sub- 
jective feeling or an uncertain conjecture, however superhuman in 
other respects his knowledge may be. Even Jesus " increased in 
wisdom " as well as " stature," according to the laws of the human 
constitution of mind and body ; and inspiration never involves om- 
niscience, nor is so all-pervading as totally to exclude all uninspired 
thinking. But be all this as it may, one thing remains clear : neither 
Christ nor his apostles have anywhere, expressly or by implication, 
taught us the date of his final coming or of the end of the world. 

What the apostles thought or expected or conjectured in this mat- 
ter we cannot positively assert. That the early Christians generally 
believed that the coming of Christ was much nearer than it actually 
was ; that many, perhaps most, of them expected it in their own life- 
time, seems most likely. And, as has just been intimated, the apos- 
tles may have shared more or less in such expectations. But the 
point not to be forgotten is, that they were never led to attempt 
authoritatively to tell what they themselves confessedly did not know. 



Two Notes} 

BY PROF. J. P. PETERS. 
I. 

Did the Hebrews use Clay Writing-Tablets? 

In the 3 2d chapter of Jeremiah is recounted* the prophet's pur- 
chase of a parcel of land at Anathoth from Hanameel his cousin. 
Beginning with the nth verse we read as follows : "And I subscribed 
and closed (sealed) the record, and called witnesses, and weighed 
out the money in scales. And I took the record of purchase, the 

1 Read in June. 
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closed (the commandment and the statutes) and the open; and I 
gave the deed of purchase to Baruch son of Neriah son of Mahseiah 
in the presence of Hanameel my kinsman, and in the presence of the 
witnesses that subscribed the deed of purchase, in the presence of all 
the Jews that sat in the guard court, and I commanded Baruch in 
their presence, saying : Thus saith Jehovah of Hosts, Israel's God : 
Take this writing, this deed of purchase, even this closed and open 
record, and put it in an earthen vessel, that it may last many days." 

The words D^ltm Hl-fttH m v - IX ma -ke no sense in their 
present connection, and separate in a perverse manner OlfiHn an< i 
"Ht^i*! nKl> which may not be separated. They are an editorial, 
explanatory gloss (cf. treatment of passage in LXX), such as are 
often found in the prophetical books. The Q^HH was no l° n g er 
intelligible at the time when this gloss was added, and was accord- 
ingly interpreted in a mystical manner as a name for the Law. For 
critical purposes, therefore, these words should be omitted. 

The word QiriH I have rendered "closed," and not "sealed." 
It is not infrequently used in the sense of " shut up," as opposed to 

open (cf. especially Job xxxiii. 16, where QflH an d H^?J are con " 
trasted as in this passage. But substitute for an instant the word 
" sealed " for " closed," and let it be asked what conception is con- 
veyed by the passage. Were there two deeds, one sealed and one 
unsealed ? and if so, what was the object of the unsealed duplicate ? 
inasmuch as it was placed in the earthenware jar along with the other, 
and not preserved in another place, or by another party. But the 
language of w. n and 14 would seem to imply that this "sealed," or 
better this " closed," and " open " constitute together one whole. 
So in v. n llJpttn "l£D riS ' s defined as consisting of 

^bxi rial dwph nx- similarly in v. 14 nipftn -isd 

Hjn ' s defined more closely as consisting of flKl DlfinH J"1X 
JllJI "H^n *"l£D- I n tn e latter phrase, moreover, the one adjec- 
tive nin qualifies the double phrase DlMl^ TIX an d riXl> 
"'l^^n ™lSD> m which also, owing to the intimate connection of the 
parts, the noun ""|£D i s omv expressed with the second participle 
(oris *l£D a later insertion ?) . 

Now the description here given tallies exactly with that of Baby- 
lonian case tablets ; some excellent specimens of which have recently 
been brought to this country by the University of Pennsylvania. 
The deed or record was first written on a small tablet, or brick, of 
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clay, with the names of the principals, witnesses, etc., appended. 
This tablet was then enclosed in an envelope of clay, on which was 
written, apparently from memory, the contents of the document, the 
names of the witnesses, etc. Ordinarily, therefore, it would not be 
necessary to break the envelope in order to ascertain the terms of 
the deed. The object of this duplication was greater security of 
preservation. The envelope protected its enclosure both against 
breakage and defacement. These tablets were sometimes baked, 
sometimes dried in the sun. For safe-keeping they were often buried 
in the ground in earthenware jars, as was done with Jeremiah's deed 
of purchase (v. 14). 

There is another reference to the use of clay tablets in a book 
which may be approximately of the same date as Jeremiah, and it is 
the only other reference which I have noticed up to the present time. 
Job xiv. 1 7 (R. V.) reads : 

My transgression is sealed up in a bag, 
And thou fastenest up mine iniquity. 

As already pointed out, the word Bl^H often means "closed," 
" shut up," a rendering which is here preferable, as it seems to me, 
to "sealed." The word "I^IU, which is here rendered "bag," never 

has quite that sense. It signifies rather " bundle," " parcel," " pack- 
age," except in 2 Sam. xvii. 13 and Amos ix. 9, where it has the 
diminutive sense of " particle," i.e. very small parcel. The word 
translated "fasten up," 7£t2> nas a m ore special sense, viz. "to 
smear over," and primarily with clay (cf. Targ. ^£J3 c l a y> 7SJ3 
besmear with clay). The literal rendering would therefore be : 

Shut up in a packet is my transgression, 
And thou smearest clay over mine iniquity. 

If this be taken, as it seems to me natural to take it, as referring 
to an inscribed case tablet, it will be seen, I think, that the passage 
gains greatly in force. The poet then makes Job say that God has 
written the record of his transgressions, and, in order that that record 
may in no way be evaded, has preserved it in the most careful 
manner known, in a double, or case tablet, so that, if the visible, 
outer record were effaced, there is still the original safely preserved 
within. 

Recent discoveries show us that there need be nothing surprising 
in the use of clay tablets (or even possibly of cuneiform characters ?) 
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by the Jews of Jeremiah's day. The Tel-el-Amarna tablets, several 
of which have already been translated and published by Messrs. 
Sayce, Budge, and others, show that clay tablets were used as the 
material for official reports and letters throughout Syria probably as 
early as the 1 6th century B.C., and that, too, when those lands were 
not under the sway of Assyria, but of Egypt, the land of paper. 
These latter documents are written, not in the language and script 
of the country from which they come, but in the Assyrian tongue and 
with cuneiform characters. A few tablets have also been discovered 
in Kappadokia, some of the best specimens of which are in the 
possession of the University of Pennsylvania. They are written in 
a peculiar form of cuneiform script, and have not yet been translated. 
It is possible that, as in the case of the Tel-el-Amarna tablets, which 
caused much mystification when first discovered, they also may turn 
out to be in Assyrian. But Professor Sayce, who has given most atten- 
tion to these tablets, expresses himself as certain that they are written 
in a non- Assyrian language, which he supposes must be Kappadokian. 
In any case these tablets offer an additional proof of the extended 
use in hither Asia of clay tablets as writing material. 

The use of this material at the time of Jeremiah is full of the 
richest promise for our future knowledge of Jewish history and social 
life. If the Jews used clay tablets for archives, deeds, records, and 
the like, if even to a far less extent than the Babylonians, we have 
every reason to expect that when systematic excavations can be con- 
ducted in Palestine, we shall find contemporary records preserved as 
in Assyria and Babylonia. 

II. 

The Date of Leviticus I. 

This chapter contains the torah of whole burnt offerings. Verse 2 
constitutes a heading for the torah of the offering of cattle, whether 
oxen, sheep, or goats. This heading does not apply to the section 
vv. 14-17, but on the other hand its terms are not satisfied by 
vv. 3-13. That those verses formed only a part of the whole to 
which v. 2 was a heading is also shown incidentally by the first words 
of v. 3, which specify the F\y$, whole burnt offering, as merely one 

T 

head under the more comprehensive title of the general section. 

jKsn pi ipzr\ p n&nsn p m*b pip- 

The remainder of the torah of which this was the heading, and of 
which w. 3-13 form a part, must have contained material similar 
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to that comprised in Chap. III. The last section of Chap. I., vv. 14- 
1 7, is an appendix giving the law of the whole burnt offering of birds, 
and seems to be later than the rest of the chapter. 

The creatures designated in the body of the chapter as clean for 
sacrifice are oxen, sheep, and goats, to which the appendix adds 
pigeons and doves. Why are precisely these creatures specified as 
clean for sacrifice, and no others ? 

An examination of the Hebrew laws of sacrifice, and more espe- 
cially of those contained in the earlier chapters of Leviticus, shows 
us sacrifice regarded as an eating. What the worshipper ate, that 
might also be set before his God. If we could specify the time at 
which the Hebrew ceased to prepare his grain for eating in the 
methods described in Chap. II. as meet for sacrifice, we should have 
specified the time at which the creative period of the sacrifice of 
vegetable offerings ceased, and the legal period began. So in the 
first and other chapters dealing with animal sacrifice the animals 
mentioned as clean for sacrifice represent the tame domestic animals 
eaten by the Hebrews at the close of the creative period of the toroth 
on animal sacrifices. The first chapter possesses a peculiar value 
for purposes of dating, because of the evidences of growth within the 
chapter already pointed out. The sacrificial practice crystallized 
into law in w. 2-13 gives evidence of a period when the Hebrews 
possessed no domestic fowl. The appendix shows the occurrence of 
some change of conditions leading to the domestication of pigeons 
and doves. But in studying the list of sacrificial fowl here and else- 
where the attentive reader cannot fail to note the absence of the now 
universal chicken. 

Why was not the cock a sacrificial fowl? Because he did not be- 
come known to the Jew until after the creative period of the sacri- 
ficial toroth was passed. Now Heber and others have shown, 
apparently conclusively, that the cock is a native of Central Asia, 
which migrated westward in the van of the Persian advance. (There 
is said to be a representation of a cock on a cylinder seal of the time 
of Nabonidus. If so, this is the earliest known evidence of the ap- 
pearance of the cock west of the Tigris.) The Jews could have made 
his acquaintance first in Babylonia, at the time of the captivity ; there- 
fore the torah of animal sacrifice had completed the creative, and 
reached the legal, or unchangeable period. Further force is added 
to this argument, by the fact that, outside of the Law, the cock was 
actually adopted by the Jews as a sacrificial fowl, showing that it was 
recognized as inherently fit for sacrifice. It is perhaps impossible to 
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date with precision the introduction of the sacrifice of the cock, 
which continues in a measure to this day, but there seems to be indi- 
cations that it began during the captivity, or in Babylonia shortly 
after the captivity. 

The indications of date toward the upper limit contained in this 
chapter are not so clear as those toward the lower limit, perhaps, but 
they are possibly even more interesting. The first section of the 
chapter, vv. 2-13, shows us the Hebrews not yet in possession of 
domesticated fowl, but owners of large and small cattle. These con- 
ditions seem scarcely compatible with the conditions of residence in 
the cities of Palestine, and on the other hand they scarcely comport 
with what we should suppose to be the circumstances of a tribe wan- 
dering in the peninsula of Sinai. The conditions of life in that 
region would, we should suppose, render the large cattle improbable ; 
the people would be shepherds rather than herdsmen. The condi- 
tions described rather befit a semi-nomadic tribe on the uplands east 
of Jordan. The appendix, on the other hand, belongs to the period 
of sedentary residence ; while the whole, as already pointed out, 
must have become absolutely unchangeable by the time of the cap- 
tivity, so that it was at that period impossible to introduce the sacri- 
fice of the cock into the legal ritual, although it was adopted in pop- 
ular use as an extra-legal sacrifice. 

The facts adduced should serve to show, it seems to me, that the 
toroth of animal sacrifice could have undergone no more than formal 
changes during or after the captivity. I am not prepared to enter 
upon the discussion of the bearing of these facts upon the question 
of the date of the Pentateuch as a whole, but shall be content if I 
have suggested an objective test for the examination of the question 
of the date of Leviticus I., and such other portions of the Pentateuch 
as deal with animal sacrifice. 



The Verb tSStt?- 1 



BY PROF. HENRY FERGUSON. 



It was suggested to me by one of the members of this society to 
examine the usage in the Old Testament of the verb tO£t£?> t0 
ascertain what was the general force of the root. 

It occurs only in Hebrew and the closely allied Phoenician, not 

1 Read in June. 



